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Indiana’s Schooling Deserts
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Highly-Rated or Multi-Sector Options





Indiana School Choice Participation Data



Indiana K–12 Educational Choice Share
~3.6% of Students Utilize ICSP or Tax-Credit Scholarship



Research Questions

1. Where are Indiana’s A-rated school deserts?

2. Where are Indiana’s choice deserts?

3. Where do Indiana students and families who have reasonable 
access to only their residentially-assigned poorly-rated school live?



Literature Review
• Community Deserts

― Early studies of deserts were in urban communities lacking access to 
food/groceries (Cummins and Macintyre, 1999)

― Evolved to looking at divides across community type and income (Walker, Keane, 
and Burke, 2010)

• Lack of Access to Schools
― Using Census and school location data to map access to intra-district public and 

private schools finding differences by community type and sector (Blagg and 
Chingos, 2017)

― Looking at public transit commute times and access to public school choice (Urban 
Institute Student Transportation Working Group – Blagg et al., 2018)

― Visually inspecting low-income Census tracts and identifying those without charter 
schools found political boundaries of cities and urban districts limit charter access 
for low-income residents (Saultz, Mensa-Bonsu, Yaluma, and Hodges, 2018)



Data Sources

• Indiana Department of Education (2016-17; 2017-18)

• U.S. Census Bureau – TIGER/Line® Shapefiles (2018)

• 2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates (Block Group Level)

• HERE Traffic Analytics (2017)

• NCES – School Attendance Boundary Shapefiles (2013-14)



Schools by Sector and Grade Assigned (A–F)
Nearly half of the voucher-participating schools received an “A” rating in 2016–17



Previously Used Mapping Methodology
Euclidean Distance and Tract-Based Visual Inspection



Where Non-Traditional Schools Are in Indiana



Where D- and F-Rated Schools Are in Indiana



A-Rated Deserts (K–8) and Distribution of K–8 Students
~3,699 primary students live without reasonable access to A-rated K–8 schools



Distribution of 50% and 90% Voucher-Eligible Families



A-Rated Deserts (9–12) and Distribution of High Schoolers
~6,668 secondary students live without reasonable access to A-rated high schools



A-Rated Drive Times by Sector
Nine of out 10 students live within 15 min. of an A-rated K–8 school; 21 min. for high school



Choice Deserts (K–8)
~24,810 primary students (2.8%) live without reasonable access to a K–8 school of choice



Choice Deserts (9–12)
~45,072 secondary students (9.8%) live without reasonable access to a high school of choice



Educational Opportunity Zones (K–8)



Educational Opportunity Zones (9–12)



How Information Was Disseminated to Parents (Hopefully)



Key Takeaways/Final Thoughts
• Indiana elementary and middle school students have more options than those 

in high school – including “A” schools and non-traditional schools
• There are many areas of the state where students seemingly only have 

reasonable access to a D- or F-rated traditional public school

• How much do families care about school letter grades?
• How reasonable is a 30-minute drive-time for all families?
• What improvements to the identified Educational Opportunity Zones are 

legislatively and/or administratively possible?

ALL students deserve to have reasonable access to a school that gives them the 
opportunity to confidently step forward into the next chapter of their life.



Questions?

dcatt@edchoice.org


